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WOULD OF ART
IN MONK

Death of Lord Leighton, Pres¬
ident of the Royal Acad¬

emy of London.

Thackeray Recognized His Tal¬
ent When He Was Study¬

ing at Rome.

"He Painted Many Noble Pictures,.
but His Life Was More Noble

Than Them All."

A GENIUS OF GREAT VERSATILITY.

The "Corriabue" First Brought Him into
Prominence as a Painter, and the
"Athlete Struggling with a

Python" as $ Sculptor.
London, Jan. 25..Lord Leighton (better

known as Sir Frederic Leighton), the cele¬
brated painter, and president of the Royal
Academy, is dead.

"When Sir Francis Grant died, some sev¬
enteen years ago, it was generally supposed
that Millais would succeed him as presi¬dent of the Royal Academy. But Millais
had married the divorced wife of John Rus-
kln and the Queen refused to receive her at
court.
The president of the Royal Academy is a

very big man in London. He has not onlyto be an artist of note, who can be relied
upon not to admit any radical innovations
into the august and conservative body of
which he is the head (such as recognizing a
Whistler or admitting a Burne-Jones into
its sacred circle until public opinion com¬
pels him to do so), but he must be a man
who is accustomed to the best society, can
gracefully dispense the hospitalities of the
Academicians, and a persona grata at
court. And, John Millais not being able to
fill all these requirements, Frederic Leigh¬
ton was appointed to fill the vacant chair.

> Under the circumstances no better choice
could have been made. In his native
tongue Leighton was able to build sen¬
tences perfect in form and full of harmony.He spoke French, German and Italian flu¬
ently, and Spanish almost as well. He had,
as AVatts said of him, "painted many noble
pictures, but his life was more noble than
them all." Throughout his career he fol¬
lowed the maxim he once gave to young
men, that "sincerity is the well-spring of
all lasting achievements, and 110 good tiling
ever took root in untruth or in self-decep¬tion." He possessed a natural charm of
manner and great .tact. He was remarka¬
bly handsome in face and graceful in
figure. I11 "Trilby" can be found an ex¬
cellent portrait of him as he was in the
early seventies.
When Thackeray was in Rome in 1854 he

met a young artist of twenty-four in whom
he took great interest. The author of
"Vanity Fair" said to Millais when he
returned to London.Millais was then the
leader of the pre-Raphaelite school, and
had Just been elected an Associate of the

nation as an official residence for future
presidents of the Royal Academy.in Hol¬
land Park, hard by that Holland House
where Addison lived, and under whose
roof all the wits of the earlier part of this
century were wont to gather at the table
of its domineering mistress. The beauties
of Leighton's home it would take columns
to describe. Its chief glory is the Arab
Hall.
Many nainters, from Sir Peter Lely

down, have been made knights and baro¬
nets by British sovereigns, but Leighton
was the first to be created an English
peer.

HE PAINTED WITH BRAINS.
THOMAS MORAN, landscape painter: In my

estimation Leighton was the best of all
English painters, with the possible ex¬

ception of Alma Tadema. The charac¬
teristics of the two were so entirely dif¬
ferent that it may safely be said that
each was really the foremost In his re¬

spective province. Lord Leighton was an

example of what has not often occurred
In the selection of the president of the
Royal Academy.he was selected solely
for his merit. And It should be added
that In his case merit and everything
that goes to constitute a gentleman went
hand in hand. His refinement Is amply
perceptible in his work. His pictures
were perfectly realistic, without being
materialistic, which is the fault of the
modern French realistic school. He was

deeply versed in everything pertaining
to the ancients. In fact, he seemed to
draw his whole inspiration from them,
and was so imbued with the chaste, ma¬

jestic simplicity of Greek sculpture, that
many of his paintings appear almost to
be statues. This was, perhaps, his chief,
or even only, blemish. In the "Spirit of
the Summit," which he painted in 1894,
this characteristic seems to pervade the
picture almost more than in any other
production of his. It is the representa¬
tion of a young woman sitting on a moun¬
tain top and gazing at the stars. The
figure of the woman is so statuesque as to
easily lead a casual observer to believe
at the first glance that it really Is a

statue. But, although Leighton had very
little affiliation with modern art, his

Miss Dorothy Dene, Lord Leighton's Favorite Model.
Miss Dorothy Dene was for many years Leighton's favorite model, and from her

he painted many of his most famous figures. She came to this country two years
ago, and appeared on the stage at the Theatre of Arts and Letters, but her
beauty created more impression than did her dramatic art.

Royal Academy."Millals, my boy, I have
met In Rome a versatile young (log, called
Leighton, who will one of these days run
you hard for the presidentship."
The versatile youth was at that time

painting a picture representing Corrlabue's
''Madonna" being carried through the
streets of Florence. It was exhibited at
the Royal Academy in 1855, and, being
a work of genius by an unknown artist,
made somewhat of a stir In England. The
Queen, who, judging by most of the pur¬
chases she makes and the artists she em¬
ploys, is a Philistine, by some happy ac¬
cident bought the picture, and young
Leighton's fortune was started.
He became an Associate of the Royal

Academy in 18G4, and five years later 'an
Academician. It was about this time that
he painted the reredos in Lyndhurst
Church representing the "Wise and Foolish
Virgins," in memory of a friend. As it
was originally designed, Christ.the bride¬
groom.was represented with a wreath of
roses on His brow. Mrs. Sartorls.a once
celebrated singer and the mother-in-law of
General Grant's only daughter.saw it.
"Leighton," she exclaimed, "that wreath
may be all right, but I don't leave this
church until you have painted it out.
If it's left there people will imagine it
was done out of compliment to me." Mrs.
Sartorls. when Adelaide Kemble first in¬
troduced "She wore a wreath of roses the
first time that we met" to a public that
raved over the song, but that was many
years before. The wreath was painted'out.
Leighton.he had meanwhile become Sir

Frederic.proved his versatility to the
public by exhibiting his noble bronze,
"Athlete Struggling with a Python," about
the year 1880. It may be interesting to
note that his first essay in modelling "was
for a monument at Florence to Mrs. Brown¬
ing. Another of his bronzes, "Needless
Alarm." was exhibited at the Chicago
Exposition, as was also his grand painting
of "The Garden of the Hesperides."
Leighton built for himself a beautiful

hom?.which he has bequeathed to the

technique was essentially modern. His
execution wai graceful and easy.
It must be confessed, however, that, al¬
though his technique was good, it was
not by any means remarkable. There
are many French technicians who sur¬

pass him in this respect; but even the
best of these cannot be compared to him
for purity and sincerity of execution. I
have already said that his work was
realistic, but I wish to lay stress upon
the qualification that his realism was
not that of the moderns. There was noth¬
ing in anything he did that was com¬

monplace or vulgar. He was poetical in
every fibre, and if he had devoted him¬
self to literature as he devotyl himself
to art, he would have ranked with the
great writers of all time. For, I believe
that the very same qualifications are re¬

quired for making a perfect writer as

for making a perfect artist. The poetic
vein runs through Both and vivifies their
work. Judging from Lord Leighton's most
recent production, I should say that he
had reached his zenith. But, although
it is not likely that he could have sur¬

passed himself had he lived longer, it is
quite certain that he was in full pos¬
session of his powers up to the very last.
There is not a stroke in any of his latest
paintings that indicates the smallest
diminution of any of his faculties. As to
his merits, compared with such a master
as Sir Joshua Reynolds, I can scarcely
see how the two can be likened to each
other at all. In fact, the methods of the
age of Sir Joshua Reynolds were so en¬

tirely different from those of to-day that
there is hardly any common plane upon
which the two can be placed for com-

but to the nobility, and even the royalty.
The Prince of Wales always assisted at
openings of the Academy when his works
were to be on exhibition. The Prince of
Wales even entertained him socially.
This, by the way, shows the difference
between the appreciation of art in Eng¬
land and in this country. There art is re¬
warded with titles, decorations and hon-

BRINGING HIS BODY HOME.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Mackay on Board

the Normandie with the Remains
of Their Son.

Havre, Jan. 25..The steamer La Nor¬
mandie, which sailed from this port for

The Late Lord Leighton and Two of His Chefs d'Oeuvre.
Lord Leighton (better known as Sir Frederic Leighton) was the seventh presi¬

dent of the Royal Academy, in London. Sir Joshua Reynolds was the first. Leighton
was born at Scarborough, Yorkshire, in 1830. It was through the Influence of Hiram
Powers, the American sculptor, that he devoted himself to art. The position of
P. R. A. in London society is a very enviable one, and none filled it better than
Frederic Leighton. Critics may differ as to his rank in the world of art, but no one
can gainsay his right to be considered a man of remarkable gifts, who was one of the
"Admirable Crichtons" of his age.

parison. There is one point, however,
in which Leighton and the older British
artist agreed. They both painted "with
brains," which. Sir Joshua used to say
was the secret of success in his own
case.

GREAT PORTRAIT PAINTER.
GEAN SMITH, ANIMAL PAINTER.

I believe that Lord Leighton was as a

portrait painter, one of the greatest of
modern artists. His work as a figure
painter does not, in my estimation, reach
to the height of that of Alma Tadema;
but I should like to qualify this assertion
with the addition that it does not lag
very far behind. Indeed, in some re¬

spects, the choice is extremely hard, the
work of both being so perfect. My pres¬
ent opinion concerning the relative mer¬

its of these two masters can scarcely be
called final, inasmuch as I have only a

rather superficial acquaintance with the
work of Leighton. It is very likely that
when I have seen and examined more of
his paintings I may come to consider him
as quite equal to Tadema. In any event,
from what I have seen, it is no exaggera¬
tion to say that by Lord Leighton's d^ath
England has lost one of the most gifted
men she has ever possessed.

RENOWN CAME UNSOUGHT
THEODORE "WORES, JAPONNESQUE ART¬

IST: I knew Lord Leighton.Sir Frederic,
as he was then.very well. We were

comrades in art and socially. We fre¬
quented the same clubs, lived in the same

world and 1 was a great admirer of his
peerless talent. Socially, he was very
well fitted for the position which was ac¬

corded him, and artistically there could
have been made no better choice. He
never sought to make sensational impres¬
sions; his renown came to him unsought
.simply through his own abilities. There
was less objection to be found *lth his
work than that of any artist. He was

very popular socially and artistically, he
was an art student. His entire life was

devoted to art. I remember when the Art
Students' Club fitted rooms in London and
invited him to the opening. He came and
participated in the events, as well as

all those that followed; made speeches,
and was what we would call in this coun¬
try "one of the boys." His latchstrlng
always hung outside the door; all artists
were always welcomed at his house and
his studio. All spoke well of him, and
I believe that everybody will feel in Eng¬
land that he cannot be replaced. He was

simply incomparable. He painted main¬
ly the classics. He was what might be
properly called a mythological painter. I
cannot compare Dore to him. Dore was

sensational; Leighton's works personified
the repose. His two large frescoes on

the walls of the South Kensington Mn-
secum and his bronze nude figure of an

"Athlete Struggling with a Python" are

pearls, for you must know that he was as

good a sculptor as he was a painter.

HIS LOSS A GREAT ONE.
ROBERT FULLERTON, VETERAN CONNOIS¬

SEUR; Lord Leighton's work* are com¬

paratively little known in this country,
because he was such a great artist that
nearly all his works were readily bought
in England. They commanded a very high
price-from $10,000 to $20,000. There
was no occasion for him to send any of
his works to this country, although, I
believe, he has had some on exhibition on

n few occasions at the National Academy
of Designs. He was one of the greatest
artists in the world in his line. His
style was portrait and interior paintings
mainly. His loss to art is a great one

indeed. I doubt If his "genre" can be
replaced. He created a school of his
own. in which he was paramount. I do
not think we have any artist in this
country that can compare with him in his
style. - -(

A LOSS TO ALL ENGLAND.
C. Y. TURNER, CENTURY CLUB;.The demise

of Lord Leighton is indeed a great loss
to art. I do not believe he can be re¬

placed, at least, in his own line. He was
a wonderfully well educated man; he
spoke several languages. His style was

painting figures, portraits and historical
subjects. His grfcat ability was fully rec¬

ognized in England. Through his art he
gained access not only to the aristocracy,

ors of every description. It was because
of his great talent as an artist that he
Wiis made a lord. His social position had
nothing to do with the distinction he ac¬

quired In artistic, social and royal cir¬
cles, for before he became an artist, he
practically had no social position. Conse¬
quently the death of such a man in Eng¬
land will be felt In all the circles, and be
considered a national loss. In this coun¬
try were such men.supposing we had his
counterpart to die, his loss would sim¬
ply be deplored in artistic circles. There
would be no royalty, no nobility, no aris¬
tocracy to mourn him. It would not be
a national loss In this Republic. That
is partly owing to the difference in our

institutions, and partly due to the fact
that art In America has not yet acquired
so general a recognition among the peo¬
ple.

A VERY GREAT ARTIST.
R. J. JOHNSTON, ART COLLECTOR: Lord

Leighton was more celebrated in his own

country than abroad from the fact that
his art was so well appreciated In Eng¬
land. Few of his works came to this
country. He has had some of his works
on exhibition here, however. One of them
was exhibited in the main gallery of the
National Academy of Designs, on the
north, wall, at a recent exhibition, and It
attracted great attention on the part of
artists especially, but from the public in
general as well. I believe the Vanderbilts
have two of his pictures, for which they
are reported to have paid a very high
Price. There are two more of his paint¬
ings in the Metropolitan. He was indeed
a very great artist.

LEIGHTON'S FAIR MODEL.
Dorothy Dene, Who Made a Failure on the

Stage Here, Posed for Many of
His Best Pictures.

A tall woman, beautifully formed, with
a skin firm and smooth and of that golden
tinted white that Henner delights in, a

head, Grecian enough to have furnished in¬
spiration for one of Praxiteles's Aphrodites,
with golden hajr, violet eyes, such a wo¬
man is Dorothy Dene, whom Frederic
Leighton made famous in many of his best-
known paintings.
She was his favorite model. With all her

la.snof Pf,r?°n. Dorothy Dene is as sim¬
ple as a child, modest and retiring Her
naturalness as much as anything endeared

f
great artist- wh° was devoted

to her for many years.
Humor has woven a romance in his life,

in which his model figures.
It says he loved her, but that circum¬

stances over which he had no control, pre¬
vented him from marrying her.
She is one of live sisters. They all live in

London, where they have a cozy little
apartment in South Kensington, the art
centre of the British capital. It is one of

4ne.M°Si artist'c flats in London, and one
in w inch more beaux esprits, painters, mu¬
sicians and litterateurs gather, when she is
at Home two Sundays in each month, than
m any other in the big citv.
Miss Dene visited this' country in the

Winter of 1893 and was seen on the stage
h-e- Her theatrical venture was not a
brilliant success, but her beauty caused
quite a sensation.

nausea

She spoke of Sir Frederic Leighton.he
had not then been made a peer.with great
tenderness. In an Interview with her at

« inif'h P^^hed in the Journal, she
said, 'Although Sir Frederic is over sixty
years oid he is the youngest man I know
and, I might add, the kindest, most gen¬
erous.

told ?,J?e£.e the great artist paint-
fi ? wonderful Grecian pictures. He be-
lleved in the beautiful, lived in the beauti¬
ful, and many of his best canvasses
adorned the walls of the room in which
they were brought into existence. No "ar-
tistic dust was visible there, everything
was neat, she said, showing an even mind
given to beautiful thoughts and the por-
traylng or them.

,w.as the soul of good nature and oc¬
cupied In English society a position some¬
what like Chauneey M. Depew does here
as regards his after-dinner speaking. When¬
ever there was a big banquet Frederic
Leighton was always there, and when he
spoke he always had something to sav and
something to which everybody listened.
Drank Wine, Then Took Hi, Llfe.
John Hepp, aged sixty-eight years, of No.

36 Camden street, Newark, committed sui¬
cide yesterday by shooting himself. Heno
i0r ® past week had been moody and
despondent. He did not go to bed on Frl-

? ui ' sat reading. Beside him on
a table was a gallon of red wine, which
he drank during the night. About 10
o clock yesterday morning he took an old
revolver, and, going into the outhouse In
the yard, killed himself.

New York to-day, had on board the body
of John W. Mackay, Jr., who was killed by
being thrown from his horse at his chateau,
In Hauge, In the Department of Sarthe, on
October 18 last.
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Mackay, the par¬ents of the dead man, accompanied the re¬mains of their son.

FURS STEADY IN LONDON.
Advance in C. M. Lampson &. Co.'s Prices

Means Fur Bearing Decrease.
There was a large advance In the price

of sable, mink, marten, fox and chin¬
chilla, at C. M. Lampson & Co.'s. sales in
London during the past week. Mink ad¬
vanced ten per cent, marten fifteen per
cent, Russian sable twenty per cent, Hud¬
son Bay sable twenty per cent, Japanese
fox fifty per cent, grsiy fox ten per cent.
White fox declined forty per cent.Black bear, brown bear, grizzly andwhite polar bear all declined fromtwenty-five to forty per cent, bea¬
ver held its own, while Grebe ad¬vanced fifty per cent. Chinchilla ad¬
vanced twenty per cent, Kolinsky. Aus¬tralian opossum and kangaroo advancedfrom twenty to twenty-five per cent.Wombat advanced forty per cent, andWallaby was fifteen per cent lower.
Notwithstanding the warm season in theUnited States, furs have held their ownIn London. This is an evidence that thefur-bearing family of animals is becomingscarce. Ap civilization advances and thepopulation Increases, the demand for fursIncreases and the supply decreases. Sup¬ply and demand govern the markets of theworld. *»*

POLICE STATIONERY SCARCE.
Official Economy Is Said to Have Reached

the Top Notch.
Much dissatisfaction is being expressed

on the part of the men employed in the
clerical departments at Police Headquarters
and by sergeants in the various precincts In
this city, on account of the lack of sta¬tionery supplies. It is said that in orderto carry on their work they have beenforced of late to purchase the necessarysupplies out of their own salaries.

It is stated by many of the employesthat the matter of economizing has beencarried out to an extreme. In the matterof blue ink, it was stated that underthe new regime a station house is allowedonly a single bottle every six months, andthat red ink is as scarce as hens' teeth.Pens are said to be given in homeopathicnumbers, and paper pads have become
an unknown commodity of late, so far as
securing them from the Supply DepartmentIs concerned.

STUDENTS OPPOSE A GIFT.

Millionaire Brewer Busch Heard of the
Protest and Withdrew the $1,000.

Springfield, Mo., Jan. 25..Adolphus
Busch, the St. Louis millionaire brewer, at
the solicitation of President Fuller, of
Drury College, gave $1,000 to the Pearson
endowment fund, and objection was made
to the acceptance of the gift. President
Fuller, in open chapel, denounced the pub¬lication of reports about the affair and jjaid
a high tribute to Mr. Busch. The latter, in
the meantime, instructed his agent here to
investigate and see if there was oppositionto the gift, and if so, to withdraw it.
A secret meeting of students was held

last night, and a committee appointed to
visit President Fuller and express their dis¬
approval of the pift, and ask him to call a
mass meeting of the students. This re¬
quest was refused, but the students met
and protested, and now Mr. Busch will
withdraw his grant.

MADE THREATS TO LYNCH.
Barber Driskel Accused of III Treating a

Little Girl.
Barber Charles Driskel, of Orange, N. J.,

had a narrow escape from lynching on Fri¬
day night. Mrs. Rodman Coon had noticed
that her seven-year-old daughter, Florence,
did not appear as well as usual, and found
that, according to the little girl's story, she
had gone into George Arnold's shop, where
Driskel Is employed, and there had been
ill-treated by him.
When Coon learned the story he at first

threatened to kill the barber, but later noti¬
fied the police. When the officers went to
arrest Driskel they found an excited crowd
outside, and threats of lynching were freely
made. Driskel, however, was taken away,after making'an offer to settle the matter
with Coon. Justice Brown held him in $500bail for the Grand Jury yesterday, after re¬
ceiving his plea of not guilty.

YALE MEN RESORT TO BLOWS.
Short But Sharp Fight Between Two Law

School Seniors.
New Haven, Conn., Jan. 25..Matthewman

and McClintock, seniors at the Yale Law
School, came to blows in the Law School
building yesterday afternoon, and the af¬
fair has caused much comment among the
students.
The seniors held a class meeting and

appointed two members to secure the class
pictures, which were taken recently. While
the meeting was in session McClintock
made some disparaging remarks regardingMatthewman which angered that gentle¬
man. When the meeting closed the two
students met in the hall. Hot words passed
between them, and they finally came to
blows. Friends of the two separated them,
but not until Matthewman had scored first
blood.

No New Trial for Kohl.
Judge Depue, of the Court of Oyer and

Terminer, at Newark, N. J., yesterday re¬
fused to grant a new trial to Joseph Henry
Kohl, who is sentenced to be hanged on
February 20, for the murder of his cousin,
Joseph Preinel. Frank McDermit, the mur¬
derer's counsel, has declared his Intention
to carry the case to the Supreme Court, or,
if necessary, to the United States Circuit

CONVICT MITCHELL'S
INSANE EXULTATION.

Says He Set Fire to the Mattea-
wan Asylum for Criminals

by Divine Command.

He Threatens to Carry Out the
Work He Began if the In¬

spiration Is Repeated.
SACRIFICE IN EXPIATION OF SIN.

Hospital Physicians Worried Over the
Efiect the Excitement May Have in

Awakening the Passions of Other
Desperate Lunatics.

An attempt was made on Friday night by C. F.
Mitchell, apyromaniac inmate of the Matteawan Hospital
for Convict jnsame, to set fire to that institution. It is
astonishing that no greater damage was done, as fires
were started in six different parts of the building. Th'
incendiary claimed to have been acting under divine com¬
mand. The loss in dollars was a small one, but the
possibility of an extremely fatal conflagration at the
hands of such desperate lunatics has given the officials in
charge much concern,

Newburg, N. Y.t Jan. 25..The excitement
occasioned by the incendiary flre at the
Matteawan Insane Asylum, last evening,
has not by any means subsided to-day,
despite the smiling assurances of Superin¬
tendent Allison and his assistants that the
matter was never very serious in its aspect.
The efect of the conflagration is clearly
noticeable among all the patients in the
twelve wards of the institution, and es-
peciaiy is this so among the thirty-four
fema.e convicts. O. F. Mitchell, the author
of tie five fires which were started, has
ben in a state of intense insane exultation.
Froa the moment of his capture by Fire¬
man fe-ott, last evening, he has been con¬
stantly guirded by two keepers. He says
but little regarding the reasons for his act
of incendiaism, but when he does speak
he remarks cdmly and with the most evi¬
dent sincerity, 'God told me to do it. He
told me to do it a. an expiation of my sins.
If I find that He's angry and He com¬
mands me to finish thi work which I began
yesterday, I will certaiiiy do so."
Mitchell is a man fifty yars old, slim and

wiry, with light^>lue eyes, dark skin and
almost entirely bald. His whle aspect in¬
dicates insanity. His language'-n speakingis particularly well chosen, denoi g an ex¬
cellent education. In speaking o his re¬
markable deed of Friday he was c'->erent
and very earnest.
"It is ridiculous," he said, "for a mai like

Dr. Allison to thing that by keeping me
under the surveillance of two keepers he «n
prevent me from accomplishing my pt-pose."
That Dr. Allison and the other physi¬

cians of the institution are worried is an
undeniable tact. Mitchell's bold attempt at
the destruction of human life by arson has
put mischievous ideas into the heads of
other patients, and trouble is likely to re¬
sult. Matteawan Asylum is anything but
a secure place for the confinement of des¬
perate lunatics, as was demonstrated by
rne escape of Oliver Curtis Perry, the train
wrecker, and his comrades several months
ago, and if an outbreak should occur within
the walls of the prison it does not seem

ers being lunatics and the audience themale patients. On Friday evening a min¬strel performance had been arranged. Itwas to have been under the direction of"tfJharley" Still, who was for many yearswith Barnum, and who received a tenyears' sentence for assault some timesince. He was to act as interlocutor, whiletwo of the end men were to have beenMickey Slinev, the Cherry Hill murderer,and Edward Geoghan. of Brooklyn, whosesentence of death was commuted by Gov¬
ernor Morton last year. Some forty pa¬tients were to have taken an active partin the entertainment, but Mitchell wasnot among them. It may b§ that jealousyhad something to do with his act of in¬cendiarism, but Dr. Lamb, who has ques¬tioned the man closely, is of the opinionthat Mitchell firmly believed that he hadreceived a divine command to set fire tothe building, thus preventing the perform¬
ance and sacrificing the lives of manywho would have taken part in the enter¬tainment.

HOW THE FIRES WERE SET.
Mitchell had seldom had an opportunity of

committing such a deed before, but yester¬
day he had been given permission to workin the kitchen, and it was while there thathe managed in some wsy to secure half adozen matches and cscape into the cellar.He started his first fire in the basement,under the theatre, which is very low. Heplaced a barrel on the top of an old drygoods box, and on the top of this barrel he
scattered a number of wisps of straw,which he ignited. The flames ate into thebeams and rafters, ocensioning the mostserious of the five fires. From there he wentunder the kitchen, where coal and groceries
were stored; from there to the" basementunder the dining room, thence under the in¬firmary, and lastly to the place where he
was discovered, viz., the spacious apartmentbelow the keeper's room.
The damage will amount to somethingover $1,000. The greatest loss was causedby the burning of the Insulation of theelectric light wires, and the coverings ofthe steam pipes.
A somewhat unusual feature of the caseis that many of the convicts, instead ofbecoming excited and unruly, seemed torealize the gravity of the situation, andaided the attendants in their efforts to putout the fire. For instance, Sliney was thefirst to drag out the fire hose in the diningroom, and "Frenchy," the murderer of old

"Shakespeare," accompanied one of thekeepers and assisted him in working thehigh pressure pump.
WOMEN WERE TERRORIZE!).

Comparatively few of the men, It is said,
were panic-stricken, but all of the women,without exception, were, terrorized It wasMrs. Goodrich, the murderess, who firstraised the alarm and ran shrieking fromthe laundry, through the corridors and up¬stairs to the main floor of the asylum. Mrs.
Halliday, the Monticello murderess, was inthe tailor shop, and she took up the alarm
apd ran shouting about the balls beforeshe was overtaken-%nd cowed. So grave In¬
deed was the situation that all of the wo¬
men, with the exception of those in the in¬
firmary, were driven together in one corner
of the sixth ward and three dozen blankets
were brought, with the idea of wrappingthe women tightly within them and carry¬ing th«m from the threatened building.Superintendent Allison denies that, at the
time of the greatest excitement, the guards
were armed with rifles and revolvers. It
is stated, however, by others, that when
the alarm was first sounded, many of the
guards ran to the keeper's room and
snatched up weapons with which to de¬
fend themselves, or to quell an outbreak
if such desperate measures became neces¬
sary.

MPRISON IN A BOX CAR.

MiWi's Scheme f r a Free Trip Cams
Near BeingUsast-otis.

St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 25.- rles Miller,
a prominent citizen of Flofi ' '->nded
here from Cincinnati after being locked m
a boxcar without food for two days. Miller
went to Cincinnati well provided with
money, and proceeded to take in the town.

fr\5one ConV let
C. Ft lATtchen

C. F. Mitchell, the Pyromaniac.
He attempted to burn down the Matteawan Asylum for Convict Insane on Friday

evening, he being an inmate of the Institution, by starting flr^s in several places.
The reason he gives for his deed Is that he acted under divine commands, as he was

inspired to sacrifice life as an expiation of his sins. Mitchell's right name Is Charles
Loiselle, and he was sentenced to prison for life from Utlca, November 24, 1883,
after his confession that he had committed more than three hundred burglaries. In
1890 he became insane while an inmate of Auburn Prison, and while th°re he made
an attempt to set fire to that institution. He was later transferred to lv/atteawan.
His brother, Maximilian Loiselle, was also a criminal, and also became insa.ue while
in confinement, and so died. Mitchell's appearance is typical of the insane ci"lmlnal«

as if the 539 inmates would experience any
great difficulty in overpowering their keep¬
ers and gaining their freedom.

MITCHELL'S RECORD.
Mitchell was sentenced to prison for life

from Utica, N. Y. on November 24, 1883,
after having committed over one hundred
burglaries in Utica, Syracuse, Alva Creek,
and various towns in Oswego County. His
right name Is Charles Loiselle, and with
him was arrested his brother, Maximilian.
They had been reared by an uncle, named
Mitchell, who resided at Oswego Falls,
and the two brothers took his naiAe. At
'the trial, Mitchell admitted that he had
committed ov^r three hundred burglaries in
various parts of the country and that he
had escaped from custody seventy-flye
times. When sentenced for life, he turned
to the Judge and remarked calmly, "Is
that all you are going to give me, old
man?" Maximilian, his brother, was also
convicted of burglary and was sentenced to
live years' imprisonment, but he became
insane two years after his commitment,
and died a few months later.
Mitchell had been in Auburn Prison but

a few years when his intellect became im¬
paired, and in 1S90 he made an attempt to
set fire to tliat "institution, similar to his
attempt of yesterday. His mental condi¬
tion was so evident that in the early part
of '91 he was sent to the insane pavilion
at Auburn, and later transferred to Mat-
teawan. That his deed was prompted by
pyromania and religious enthusiasm is in¬
disputable, and it is safe to assume that he
selected Friday evening as the time be¬
cause of an insane delusion that a certain
performance, which was to be given in
the theatre of the asylum that evening,
was wicked in the sight of God.
At least once a year, and generally

much more often, theatrical performances
are given in this small theatre^ the play-

and soon had empty pockets. He ,wa*ashamed to wire home for money, anu
he went down to the railroad yards an<*
explained his condition to some freight
men. He asked whethep he might crawl
into a boxcar, and they told him, "Why,
cert, crawl right in."
He crawled in, and the train presently

moved. It was a great step for a time, but
in the course of events, as the weather
turned cold and the pangs of hunger as¬
sailed him, he would fain have crawled out
and tried walking a spell. But some oDe
had fastened the door, and he found he was
booked for the through trip unless he could
make himself heard.
Kicking the sides of the car and yelling

for help brought no one. The train was a
fast freight, and when it stopped no one
passed his prison. He found a small hole
in the side of the car, and enlarged it with
his knife. By this means he relieved th»
tedium of his journey, and caught cold in
hiB eye, but he did not see any one to
speak to.
So he continued to be hungry, thirsty

and cold until he reached St. Louis. Then
after the train, stopped he waited till he
saw some men through his peephole, and
for the first time he raised his voice to
some purpose. His friends telegraphed him
$100 to-day to pay his expenses home.

%

Caught Wliilc Robbing- a Saloon.
Two men were arrested by Policeman

Mufligan in Long Island City yesterday
morning while they were robbing
the saloon of William Hollingsworth at
Tenth street and Jackson avenue. Th$
men were taken to the station house, where
they described themselves as Patrick
Burns, of Driggs avenue, and James
Murphy, of No. 11 Frost street, Williams¬
burg. They were subsequently held for
trial.


